sidered pertinent to the subject of sociology.
While most metals are dug from the earth as ores from which only by smelting and various metallurgical processes can the pure elements be obtained, gold is mostly found virgin and uncorrupt, either in the form of scales and tiny masses firmly held by the quartz and other rocks among which it lies, or as dust and grains of various sizes lying amid the sand which has resulted from the weathering of the rocks which formed its primaeval bed.
From Gold, however, is miscible with mercury in all proportions. Directly a particle of it is touched by a globule of mercury it is taken up into the mass, and although the amalgam thus formed is much less heavy than the gold itself, it is far more easily collected owing to the tendency which even the finest particles of mercury display to run together and form large globules.
In treating gold-bearing gravel on the large scale, mercury is sprinkled on while the water washes it along the trough, and the little globules rolling about collect the very finest particles of gold.
The amalgam so produced is caught in "riffles," and obstructions of various sorts arranged along the bottom for the purpose, and after having the excess of mercury filtered out by being squeezed through bags of canvas or leather, the pasty amalgam which is left is placed in a retort, and the mercury driven off by heat.
In modern mining practice in the recovery of gold from quartz it is usual to apply the mercury while the rock is being pulverised by the stampers. Rock, water, and mercury are pounded together by stamps of enormous weight, and thus the mercury has full opportunity of coming in contact with every particle of gold which is open to its influence.
In 
